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A NEW DIVERSION PROGRAM TO AID IN “POSITVE PEER PRESSURE” IN THE  

HICKMAN MILLS C-1 SCHOOL DIRSTICT 
 

South Kansas City-A new diversion program designed on the concept of positive peer pressure, Kansas 

City Youth Court, is now up and running in the Hickman Mills C-1 School District.  Using a Restorative 

Justice model, the youth court program offers students who may have difficulty with behavior in the 

regular school setting a chance to rectify that behavior.  Students will also have the opportunity to 

participate in community service that will address low self-esteem and enhance the students’ 

connection with their school. Students referred to the Kansas City Youth Court have the opportunity to 

engage in problem solving discussions with youth judges who then determine the appropriate sentence. 

Youth judges and attorneys are trained and work with adults through this process. 

The objective of Youth Court in the District is to reduce incidents of students with delinquent behavior. 

Not only does Youth Court provide an alternative to the Juvenile Court process, it will also allow 

students to take responsibility for their actions and restore a positive relationship with the school 

community.  

The age requirement for the new initiative is between 10 to 16 years old. The court plans to see at least 

50 cases a year and has already heard its first case.  Community service, a verbal or written apology and 

or an essay reflecting on their behavior, are all examples of sentences that could be issued to the 

student.   

“This is a true diversion program for the students,” stated Mary Kay O’Malley, Legal Director of Kansas 

City Youth Court, “I am excited to be working with the Hickman Mills C-1 School District creating this 

evidence-based program that has a proven success addressing emerging delinquent behavior in young 

people.”  Kansas City Youth Court is a Jackson County COMBAT prevention agency and is an example of 

COMBAT’s efforts in the community to address both substance abuse and violent conduct by young 

people.   “Early intervention equates to early prevention,” exclaimed O’Malley. 

“This program also provides a perfect opportunity to work with the District police force and build 

relationships with the students as well,” explained Dr. Carl Skinner, Deputy Superintendent for the 

District.” It will be an excellent program for our children.” 
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For more information about the Kansas City Youth Court please contact Mary Kay O’Malley, Legal 

Director of Kansas City Youth Court at 816-235-1663, Dr. Christina Sneed, Executive Director of Student 

Services for the District at 316-7060 or Dr. Carl Skinner, Deputy Superintendent at 316.7052. 

 
The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a 

foundation for our students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement 

 


